Transportation

The statewide Transportation Strategy Board has provided funds
to begin several immediate projects in our region. We will develop
a “Uni-Ticket” for visitors to transfer from train to bus as they move
around to our attractions and hotels. Shoreline East will increase
the trains on their schedule, and we will improve access to our
“Jobs-Dial-a-Ride” bus service to help our citizens get to work.

Environment

This year was the best year for new environmental programs
that I have seen. We passed landmark legislation calling for Clean
Cars. By the 2008 model year, all new cars and light trucks sold in
the state will have to meet the strictest of emission standards.
Furthermore, 10% of all new cars sold in Connecticut will be Zero
Emission Vehicles, using hydrogen or electricity to power them.
We provided for sales tax reductions to the buyers of cars that get
over 50 miles per gallon. We passed PA 04-252 requiring the
Governor’s Steering Committee on Climate Change to further
develop plans to cut emissions from our industries and homes.
Finally, we passed legislation to empower Inland Wetlands
Commissions as they review applications for development.

Veterans

I co-sponsored new legislation to clarify that National Guard
and Reservists who have been activated for at least 90 days are
eligible for all our state veterans benefits, including help from the
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, and care at the soon to be
renovated Rocky Hill Veterans

Home. Also, tuition benefits
at state universities and
property tax abatements are
available to our vets. I will be
holding meetings in several

locations in the district to

help eligible veterans enroll
in these important benefits.
Call my office for details.

Senator Cook, Veterans Affairs Commissioner

Linda Schwartz and a volunteer from “Help a

Vet” presented handmade wheelchair quilts to
the veterans at the Rocky Hill Veterans Home
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Legislative Report
to the 18th District

Serving the people of:

Central Village, Griswold,
Groton, Jewett City, Moosup,
Mystic, North Stonington,
Pawcatuck, Plainfield, Preston,
Sterling, Stonington, Voluntown

& Wavuregan




State Senator

Cathy
Cook

Dear Friend,

At last the heavy cloud of possible impeachment
has lifted with the resignation of Governor John
Rowland. I know that this is in the best interest of the
State and the Rowland family. This ends a tragic chapter in Connecticut politics as Governor
Rowland recognized that his personal failings were interfering with his ability to govern.

I am so pleased that my friend and colleague M. Jodi Rell is our new Governor. As
you get to know her as | do, you will find that she is gracious and strong. She is well
prepared to lead our state info a new era of open, honest and ethical government. |
have worked on many issues with Governor Rell, and I look forward to serving as a
partner with her on the challenges ahead. She has already told me that changes are
coming, and | am eager to help her lead our state in the years ahead.

Here is my legislative report to you on the progress we made in the 2004
General Assembly Session. Please call me if you want more details or other

information on any issue of state policy. Have a wonderful summer, ﬂ 77

Tourism

The newly merged state

agency called the Connecticut
Commission on Tourism and
Culture will bring new energy
and cooperation for tourism
marketing, cultural heritage
and art event planning to our
region. The recent visit of the
cruise ship Maasdam is an
example of the new cooperation
of communities, tourism experts
and business. Look for other
exciting collaborations like the

Tall Ships visit in July, tours on
the Amistad, and new exhibits
at Mystic’s Aquarium and
Seaport, using over $20 million
of state funds to help our state
roll out the welcome mat.

ConnPACE /

Prescription Drugs

I worked hard this year to
preserve our wonderful ConnPACE
program that helps seniors and
people with disabilities pay for
prescriptions. We took advantage
of the new federal Medicare
prescription drug bill to help us

pay for medicines and expand
ConnPACE with $18 million in
savings. If you are enrolled in

ConnPACE you will not pay more
than you do now, and the state will
save some money, too. If you have

Senator Cook at a recent visit to a nursing
home in Plainfield

questions, please call my office.

Department of Mental Retardation

Best of all, I was finally successful this year in obtaining funding to help
elderly families find a permanent home in the community for their adult
child with mental retardation. Some families have been on the Department
of Mental Retardation waiting list for over 10 years. The $4.6 million will
provide homes for nearly 200 people with mental retardation. There also is
$2 million set aside to construct new group homes. In addition, the budget
fully funds the needs of the 175 young adults who have completed their
special education and are now ready to transition into the working community.

Education

The 8 towns in the 18th District all received an increase in education
funds in this year’s budget. We established new grants for school readiness
and after school programs
as well. My amendment to
increase special education
reimbursements did not
pass this year, but I will
offer it again. We must be
certain that our children
with special needs receive
a fair education while
not taking away from
any other student’s
educational program.




